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Rebecca Rutstein Selected as Artist-in-Residence for a research expedition on the R/V Kilo Moana in Hawaii. 

 

December 22, 2022 - Philadelphia. Bridgette Mayer Gallery is pleased to announce that gallery artist Rebecca Rutstein was 

selected as the artist-in-residence for an upcoming research expedition near the coast of Hawaii. Rutstein will join a team from 

Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution and University of Hawaii on the R/V Kilo Moana to explore hydrothermal activity at the 

submarine volcano Lo’ihi (now named Kamaʻehuakanaloa) off the coast of the Big Island of Hawaii. This seamount, which lies 

about 3,200 feet below sea level, is on the flank of Mauna Loa, the largest shield volcano on Earth, and is slated to become the 

next Hawaiian island when it breaches the water’s surface. The team will use an ROV (remotely operated vehicle) to observe 

activity at the crater “Pele’s Pit” and will also be extensively mapping the area. Rutstein will create a new body of work while 

onboard the R/V Kilo Moana and inspired by the team’s data and findings. Her participation in this expedition is funded by the 

National Science Foundation. 

Rutstein previously visited Hawaii for an artist residency in 2005, and found the environment tremendously inspiring. Rutstein 

stated: “It was my intention to explore the volcanoes in every perspective possible: on the surface –hiking inside inactive craters 

and on previous lava flows, in the air by helicopter over active vents and lava entry points into the ocean, and underground –

caving through complex networks of lava tubes. I managed to accomplish what I set out to do, and more.” It was this residency 

that sparked Rutstein’s interest in deep ocean exploration, which will inspire her work on this new expedition. The Bridgette 

Mayer Gallery wishes Rutstein a safe and inspiring journey, and looks forward to following her progress. 

  

About the Artist 

Artist and part ocean explorer, Rebecca Rutstein – whose work spans painting, sculpture, interactive installation and public art – 
creates work at the intersection of art, science and technology. With interests in geology, microbiology and marine science, 
Rutstein is passionate about creating visual and interactive experiences that shed light on places and processes hidden from view, 
forging a dialogue about environmental stewardship in the face of climate change. 

Rutstein has been an artist-in-residence in Iceland, Hawaii, the Canadian Rockies, Washington’s San Juan Islands, California’s Santa 
Cruz Mountains and along the banks of the Gihon River in Vermont. Most recently she has collaborated with scientists as an artist-
in-residence on board research vessels sailing from the Galápagos Islands to California, Vietnam to Guam, in Tahiti, off the Pacific 
coast of Costa Rica, in Mexico’s Gulf of California and in the Salish Sea off the coast of British Columbia. In 2018, Rutstein made her 
first two deep sea dives to the ocean floor aboard Alvin, a fully submersible, 3-person vessel able to withstand the crushing 
pressure of the extremes of the deep ocean. Her ongoing collaborations with scientists through residencies and workshops have 
been funded by the National Science Foundation, National Academies of Science / Keck Futures Initiative, Ocean Exploration Trust 
and Schmidt Ocean Institute. 

Rutstein has received the prestigious Pew Fellowship in the Arts, an Independence Foundation Fellowship, a Philadelphia 
Foundation grant to support a BioArt Residency at the Science Center, a Pennsylvania Council on the Arts grant, was named an 
MIT Ocean Discovery Fellow, and was recently awarded the Delta Visiting Chair for Global Understanding; an award given to 
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leading global scholars and creative thinkers who conceive and produce groundbreaking work at the University of Georgia, 
including a year-long solo exhibition at the Georgia Museum of Art. 

With over 25 solo exhibitions, Rutstein has exhibited widely in museums, institutions and galleries, and has completed several 
public art projects including a major mural on the AT&T Building in Philadelphia. Rutstein’s work has been featured on ABC, CBS, 
NPR and in the Wall Street Journal, Huffington Post, Vice, Philadelphia and Vogue Magazines. Her work can be found in public 
collections including the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Georgia Museum of Art, Yale 
University, University of New Mexico, University of Washington, Temple University, Johns Hopkins Hospital, Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine, AT&T and Delta Airlines. 

Rutstein holds a BFA (magna cum laude) from Cornell University, with abroad study in Rome, and an MFA from University of 
Pennsylvania. She enjoys speaking about the intersection of art and science and has been a visiting artist at institutions across the 
country including as a plenary speaker at the Alliance of Research Universities Conference of 2018 on Arts Environments: Design, 
Resilience, and Sustainability. Rutstein has been represented by the Bridgette Mayer Gallery in Philadelphia since 2001, and also 
works with Sherry Leedy Contemporary in Kansas City, Space Gallery in Denver, and Galeri Urbane in Dallas. 
 
For further information, please contact Bridgette Mayer at: bmayer@bmayerart.com.  
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