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Eileen Neff awarded prestigious 2016 John Simon Guggenheim Memorial 
Foundation Fellowship 
 
PHILADELPHIA – Bridgette Mayer Gallery is pleased to announce that on April 5, 2016, the 
Board of Trustees of the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation approved the 
awarding of a Guggenheim Fellowship to gallery artist Eileen Neff.   
 
Chosen from a group of nearly 3,000 applicants in the Foundation’s ninety-second 
competition, Neff was one of eleven photographers selected from across the United States 
and Canada. 
 
Edward Hirsch, president of the Foundation, is enthusiastic about the Fellows in the class of 
2016: “These artists and writers, scholars and scientists, represent the best of the best. Each 
year since 1925, the Guggenheim Foundation has bet everything on the individual, and 
we’re thrilled to continue to do so with this wonderfully talented and diverse group. It’s an 
honor to be able to support these individuals to do the work they were meant to do.” 
 
Gallery Owner Bridgette Mayer is equally proud of Neff’s accomplishment: “Eileen Neff is a 
beloved artist in the city of Philadelphia. She has had an important and successful history in 
Philadelphia and beyond since 1974. She is one of the most brilliant and dedicated 
photographers and educators I have known and I am so pleased for her to have been 
selected by the Guggenheim Foundation for this award. Indeed she is the best of the best.” 
 
This fellowship follows Neff’s notable accomplishments including the acquisition of her “Leaf 
Wall Installation” in 2015 by the Philadelphia Museum of Art and the museum’s feature of this 
newly acquired work in their fall exhibition “Take Two: Contemporary Photographs.” Neff 
exhibited new works from an artist residency in Costa Rica at the gallery in her spring 2015 
solo show “Traveling into View” and the fall 2015 group photography exhibition “Experience 
of Place.” Neff was also recently selected to participate in the Artist-In-Residence program at 
the Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest in Clermont, KY and will be in residence there 
this May through June. 
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Eileen Neff lives and works in Philadelphia. She received a BA in English Literature from 
Temple University, a BFA in Painting from the Philadelphia College of Art (now the University 
of the Arts), and her MFA in Painting from Tyler School of Art at Temple University. She has 
had recent solo shows at Bridgette Mayer Gallery, Pennsylvania; Bruce Silverstein Gallery, 
New York; Locks Gallery, Philadelphia; The Royal Hibernian Academy, Ireland; the 
Weatherspoon Art Museum, North Carolina; and the Institute of Contemporary Art, 
Philadelphia. Her work is held by numerous important collections, both public and private, 
including the Philadelphia Museum of Art; the Hood Museum of Art, New Hampshire; the 
Fabric Workshop and Museum, Pennsylvania; and the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine 
Arts; among others. Neff is the recipient of many awards including grants from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the Leeway Foundation, the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, and the 
Pew Fellowships in the Arts.  
 
Gallery hours are Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 am- 6:00 pm & by appointment. For additional 

information please contact Bridgette Mayer at (e) bmayer@bmayerart.com. 
### 

 

mailto:bmayer@bmayerart.com

