mayer’s
masterstroke

BRINGING THE WORLD'S BEST CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS
TOPHILADELPHIA IS ALL IN A DAY'S WORK FOR
BRIDGETTE MAYER. &vmarn PRICHARD MaMKO

instifutionsand kiminaries, Philadelphia has abvays been sacd bed with

a secomd-ier stabus among artists and influencers, If gallery owner
Bricgeite Mayer has anything todowith it, those dayswill soon be over,

"I'm siriving to put Philadelphia on the art map,” says the SSyear-old

awner of the Washington Square gallery that bears her name. ©1 want

D espite claiming ownership to some of the art wordd's most ssteemed
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people to be cager and begging to show here, not turm-
ing down the city hecause it's naod important enoigh”

If amyone exn make this |'.|.'||.|-|.|ﬂ|. it's the incbelarigable
!'..{n.}'rr.An.J.h'I.d. art lover with a mvepie sease of purpose,
shie spent her midel-twenties working ber way through the
ranks of the glabal art warkd, She landed at
thie esteemed David Bestzel Gallery in Nesw
Yook, where she handled high-net-sworth
clients, then moved on e tee “Taiwan Fine
Art Museum, and, finally, San Franeisco
But at just 27, this Jersey girl was feeling
restless anad wanted o come home

Adter setiling in Philadelphia, she opened
Bridgette Mayer Gallery in the spring of
2001, Weathering those poet-911 years with
nothing more than determination and a
fieree bove for what she does (1 only sold
afe S4HK print in the month of Septembser,
and I remember thinking, Oh, no”), Mayer
filled her jeswel boo of 3 gallery with up-amd.
comilng ariksts, b | wnll:.-' believed in the by
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In the gallery
o window: ©Y

" You would be
surprised to
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of art | was s.l'w.-.llﬂg ansdd thie types ol shiows [
wis putting :u:u_gm:hm.'. 1 I]'h:mg'h.l._ AL soame
|m:in| , MMTIEONE S grdng to appreciats this,” she recalls,

Ten hard-working years Inter, the acknowledgment is
overwhelming. Her corporate and residential client list
tops 200, with many of the city's societal and professional
elite depending an her expert eye. And she now has
pieces like & 35 million Jackson Polleck while still show,
easing 33,000 works by up-and-coming artists.

To truly curate the type of art she loves, however, she
necced @ gallery tomateh, So in 3007, she boaght the rest
ol the M0-year-old bailding that howsed ber gallery, even-
tuslly toeods & year tas renovabe, and reopened this past fall
as & EINH-square-foot enclae befitting the works that
hnng on s starkswhite walls, Herexhib§isons ame s AT
nering wordwicle attemion I|'|_]r|.||1|:|r_:,' aher hicsted the
hlghl_'!.' pstermed and coveted Costa Bican prtist Federioo
Herrero, & YVenkoe Biennale Gaolden Lion Asvard winner,
bor his first show in the LS. And Spandsh artist Germin
Gz [whose wark is collected by the King of Spain) is
coming to the Walnut Street gallery for an exhibition that opens in April.

Drespite these successes, Mayer never loses sight of what inspired her to
apen her gallery adecade ago, * want to enrich people’s lives sith ar. 18 has
miadde a hge impact on oy life, and | hope to make that impast with people
by helplng themn wisderstancd it, live with i, and let i bring beaty (o iheir
Tide.” 205 Werdmar X7, 20154 17-8005: .frri.-il'g.-'r.'.r.l.r.n_;'.-'g.-?.l'lu_'r rim PS



